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AOSHIMA  TINJA

(Aoshima Shinto  Shrine)

AOSHIMA ISLAND 4 @“ B e
This island, about one and half  kilometers in HiER 3
circumference, is connected to the main island f el E
R i i -
by a bridge. Itis located just offshore in Hyu- T
ganada, or the* Sea of Hyuga.” *(Aomeans T (NN
“ green” or* blug” shima means “ island.” IIRIE=-=..
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PLANTS and ROCKS Aoshima Shinto Shrine)
About 27kinds of tropical and subtropical 54 2
plants and 197kinds of nontropical plants all Hikohohodemi no Mikoto
native to Aoshima flourish on this island. http://www9.ocn.ne.jp/~aosima/ Toyo tamahime no Mikoto
Aoshima is surrounded by wash-board rocks. AOS?!L??AC??I—?I:\I/I\IE Shio  tsutsu no Ookami
These rocks are called “ Oni-no-sentaku-ita,” or 889-2162 ol
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the Giants Wash-board. JAPAN 889-2162 _
Both the plants and the rocks have been 0985-65-1262 PHONE
P FAX 0985-65-1778 Office 65-1262 B m e ,
recognized by the Japanese government as 2 6 33 X "fij ;%. iy C¥F o o A 5% )

being of great natural interest. 0985-65-2051
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Aoshima Shinto Shrine is dedicated to
Hikohohodemi no Mikoto(or*Yamasachi Hiko),
to Toyo tamahime no Mikoto.and to Shio tsutsu
no Ookami.*(Yamasachi means* mountain products”

Hiko means “ man.

The origin of Aoshima Shrine is unknown
but there is  record that peple revered the
shrine as early as the Heian Era in the ninth-
centry AD,

Aoshima shrine is supposed to give a divine
blessing, especially to those who wantto be
married.
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FESTIVAL

Sea Crossing festival

This annual summer festival of Aoshima shrine is
held on June 17th, and 18h, according to the
lunar calendar. On June 17th, boats cary the

“ Mikoshi,” or “ portableshrines"in - parade accom-
panied by many fishing boats decked with “ Tairyo
Baa” flags that traditonally indicate big catch

The festival reaches its climax after the 2-hour
sea parade when young people clad in“ happi” or

“ happy coats,” rush into the sea to take the portable
shrines offthe boats and cary them back to the
land. It is a highly spirited and energetic festival
with many prayers offered for abundant cropsand  good
fishing.
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Winter festival
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* Winter festival
An interesting festival is held here in January.
It is said that when Yamasachi suddenly ruturned
from the Dragon Palace in the Sea Country,
delighted, naked people met him in the sea.
On the day of the festival December 17th,
according to the lunar calendar, people go into

the sea naked inspite of the cold.



